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hether it’s for travel, family ties or career 



E urope~n 
State of 

are experiencing that “new” feeling, as shiny 
and bright naval facilities rise amid the Old 
World’s historic and ancient architecture. 

ETHING TO BE SAID FOR THAT “ 
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I ia i iy  local companies have received 
ion contracts on the naval bases of 
,n Italian worker lays down tar on 

? nev ’ spital -+the Griciqnano I 
.. 

reading constructio 

n 
ase : 

a European state of 

Europe is not ( I  repeat) is not America, nor can it ever be 
expected to be “your” version of the United States. You will 

ile the Navy strives to provide thes 

Activity Naples may look empty during 
working hours, but at the end of the day, 
Sailors come to the serene area to eat at 
the “Ciao Hall,” visit the gym or st--- -* 
the exchange. 

r 

European re-capitalizatio 
y (NSA) Souda Bay, Crete, with its 
completed; NSA Naples, Italy, which is 

, Sicily, 
ntiire programs 

in, and 1 



maybe even [discover] 

hurdles at the new DODDs learnin 
institution’s track and field facility 
Alisha enjoys being on a track 
team and traveling to sports events 
around Italy and Europe. “The 
competition is good, and I get to 
go places like Vicenza.” 

command sponsors, YN2 Jeffrey Heisler, of Navy 

ly. As new families a 



w Sailors and thei 
me. “We want the 

to say, ‘They really wanted me here,”’ said Kidder of a theater- 

new in the Navy, but commands in Europe have elevated it to a 
higher standard. It’s the little things that count, that extra mile.” 

For Pandora Heisler, that meant baking homemade lasagna 

rrive, Sailors and their families are 

rht - Five-year-old Caila Dungan enjoys one 1 

her favorite books, which came in her familys 
express shipment only two days after they arrived 

in Naples, Italy. Having the comforts of hon 
in a timely manner helps families, like the 

Dungan’s, adjust to living in Europ- 

million, is 85 percent complete, started in 
1988 and is scheduled to be completed in 
FY03. Its key quality of life projects include: a 
state-of-the-art gymnasium and Olympic- 
size swimming pool, two 1-plus-1 style 
bachelor quarters (BQ), a movie theater, a 
library, a chapel, a child development center (CDC) and a fooa 
court. The third and final BQ project has been awarded and 
construction should be finished in FY03, bringing the total 

e capable of doubling them up to make 

1 

of new BQ rooms to 294. (There will be 294 1+1 
million and is 65 



A teacher at Naples American Higl 
ophomore at one of the man! 

tudents have ample access to 
mail friends stateside and sur 

elps teens adjust to life in Italy 

percent complete. The work there began in 1995 
and will be done in FY04. New facilities already in 

With more than two-thirds complete, families 
at the support site are reaping the rewards of living 
new now. Alisha Killingsworth, a freshman at the 
new high school, practices her 110- and 300-yard 
hurdles on a new track. “I like the school.” She says 
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receive two days of classroom information on basic langu; 
security, personal safety, money, and food. They also get a 
two-day field trip downtown, where they are taught how t, 
use public transportation, shown a few of the historic sites, 
exposed to markets and 7-ctaurants. an’ ‘ven some general 
iistory of the regioi 

iecnnician Seaman Recruit Sarah Haggerty, whil 

urope, is explained 
anoes make me nervous,” commented Cryptoluglc 

‘ 

I t -At the fishing docks, 
Sailors can see the heart of the 

olitan society. Here, a local 
fisherman repairs his nets 
er a long day on the water. 

i 

b -  

L( The fresh fish rrurii me opc 
air markets of Naples is a major 
source of income for the people 
of -- harhor city. 

’ :m to be so big. They’re 
l d y  big,” exclaimed wife uu 

mother Schonna Dungan. She 
likes the private balcony off the 
kitchen and the enclosed courtyard just outside the apartmei 
door. “It will be great for the luds to play in on rainy days.” 

With so many projects on suc 
some of the aesthetic details wo 
Ralph Luca, the director of NII. “ 
but we didn’t want the Italian fl 
is an American of Italian descent. ‘‘WE 

~ 

lavor of the host country and its culture.” 
That local taste meant including a center piazza surrounded 

by the command administration buildings and the galley appro- 
o Hall. Tree-lined walks and nostalgic 
base’s small town ambiance. 
le concept of rebuilding in Naples was 

by Navy officials concern of seismic 



With many different signs and traff- 
habits to watch for, driving in Italy can be 
stressful. DMP(SW/AW) France Briand, of 
NAS Sigonella's public affairs o 
a sharp eye on the road as she 
the busy streets of Catania, Ci-i 

l- 

e region, especially in Agnano, where 
t facilities, such as the exchange and 

are situated inside a large volcanic crater. 

ment was developed, which called for the Navy to 
start paying rent to the Italian developer only 
when 
This r ready relinquished a good portion of 

. stallation when new buildin 
Plans call for the old sit 

Tnrt a c c e t c  tn C r i c i m  



ine Gamer, of Naval Sup ivity Naples 
favorite soap, 

and that it was tough at first to adjust, not only to her first 
station in the Navy, but also being overseas. “I get a lot of pack- 
ages, letters and pictures from home, and I make a lot of morale 
calls (DSN access to stateside phone service that significantly 
reduces the cost of making a call t- +b stntes 

’’ on a local station. “It’s pretty weird,” she says 
it. “It helps me 

ever, service members and their fa 
ugh watching their TV shows or 

gn tongue, as American Forces 
and radio programming at ma een’s English seems I 

I 

Chicago-native Builder Constructionman Marshawn Jackso 
just fine. Assigned to NSA Naples Public Works [also getting 

M building at Capo], he likes the room he shares with one 
roommate in BEQ I1 at Capodichino. “It was originally ‘the Q’ 
+n be in,” he brags with a new owner tone. His quarters are 

limed with a full bath and a kitchenette that has a 
* and refrigerator. It is also furnished with a recliner. 

well in .racks is Mess Specialist 

naterials. T+ 
e have a strc 



al Air Station I1 Fire Dept at Sigonella, Sici 

e southern Italian isla 

' 1  

day-to-day life is like foi 

BQ staff at Capo. She says 



weren't adjustments to be made by the Varelas. H e  said they 
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J Sailors often will decor heir 
s with pottery from the many shop: 

n me Naples area. 

.- Sea urchins are not a delicac 
in >pain. However, they are traditionally 
found on almost every street corner in Cadiz 
during pre-Carnival festivities. Cadiz, only 
20 minutes from US. Naval Station Rota, is 
the second most popular city in Spain to visit 
during Carnival - rivaled only by Tenerife in 
the Canary Islands. Spaniards typically dare, 
or even double dare, their friends to try the 
salty, gooey and very slimy insides of the 
spined creature. The sea urchin is eaten like 
a clam - only with a bit more caution - and 

I 

tastes like slimy salt water. 

men 
typically dress up in traditional Andalusian 
outfits for annual spring and summer fairs. 
These caballeros and senoritas are at the Feria 
de/ Caba//o, or Horse Fair, held every May in 
Jerez de la Frontera - the town that gives its 
name to sherry. Jerez is located 30 minutes 
from U.S. Naval Station Rota. 

1 
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protection concerns. 
Naiser added that 
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ically stuck to the Navy Exchange. 

. . . there’s always a lot 

and Americans alike. Tapas are traditional bite-size 

with a drink. There are hundreds of tapa bars around Rota, 
and each tends to have their own specialties. 

“We like to walk around and stop at a tapa bar and have i 
drink and some fried squid and peppers,” said Personnelman 
Seaman Gabriela Nicolescu, from Rota’s Personnel Support 
Detachment. “My favorite tapa is the pimienta fritos or fried 

, 

I 

benefit fr 

Rb 



(Italian for tomato and chicken) because, said 

atavir I Fiirone due to the 

tiemenis OT me new Dacneior 
10) at Naval Support Activity Naples ...... 

urrounding European architecture. 

- Durinb a JSO day-trip of the Almafi 
oast, ITSN Crystal Campos and IT3 Amanda 

Mancuso, both on their first Navy tour at 
Comander Fleet Air Mediterranean, are awed 
hv the Italian reninn's nnntcard heautv 



3rd Class Michae 
fferent” from his 

ove it; I picked it here,” 
urope. He’s told his mom repeatedly, 

d ho opes to either get a 
f the low cost, he exclaimed, ‘ h 

from here!” 



privatehemi-private arran 
ment of her new 1-plus-1 

-With Mount Ves 
dkground, Naval Suppb, 

Activity Naples has recently 
been remodeled in an Italian 
style to blend with the hnqt 
cniintrv envirnnment 



t you intend to gain from your tour in 

mount. “At first, I didn’t like the culture,” 
hman Jon Till, who attends Stephen 

eir music to the rope - career or travel, having positive expectations of your 

to 15 clicks away,’’ recalled Yeoman 

served in the Balkans. “In Kosovo, 
ion operations first hand - that’$ 

Decatur High at NAS Sigonella. “But now, I know it 
live, and I can appreciate it.” He added that coming 
healthy understanding, “has been pretty cool.” 

of COMFAIRMED, echoed the same sentiment. “I hated it at 

four-year NATO veteran assigned to 

Information Systems Specialist 3rd Class Amanda Mancuso, 

all in walking distance from work proves very 
convenient to many Sailors and their families. 

the military and civilian personnel at our bases in the region, I 
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A 
is a great place for Sailors to escape from the big city hustle and bustle ar 
relax in the tranquil small seaside town. 

Sunlight pours through the spring thunderclouds to accent some 
's famed sculpture. 

.- Ceramics are a major source of income 
rs often leave their host nation with hund 

bowls and plates. 

Forty-five minutes south of Naval Support Activity (NSA) Naples, Viet 
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